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tration of the antitoxic serum, which, however, has no effect on
complications already established. It will be impossible to form
a final opinion of the value of antitoxin therapy in scarlet fever
until a severe epidemic, having a high mortality rate, appears.
Polyvalent antibacterial sera prepared in horses have been
used for many years in the therapy of acute streptococcal
infections, in which invasiveness is a predominant feature. The
results, however, have been extremely disappointing. This is
not unexpected, as it is now recognized that the hsemolytic
streptococcus presents a great variety of antigenic types and, to
be effective, an antibacterial serum must at least possess the
homologous type-specific antibody of the infecting organism.
Chemotherapy. Infections with Strept. pyogenes respond well
to chemotherapeutic agents. The sulphonamides give excellent
results ; oral administration is generally satisfactory, but the
intravenous route may be necessary in fulminating infections.
Strept. pyogenes is sensitive to penicillin and other antibiotics
which should be given when the response to sulphonamides is
poor, as in meningitis or infections with sulphon amide -resistant
strains. Penicillin is giving excellent results in subacute bacterial
endocarditis caused by Strept. viridans: high and prolonged
dosage, up to 4 megaunits daily for a month in divided doses,
may be necessary.